Welcoming and announcements
Acknowledging Traditional Territory
Smiths Falls is located on the traditional territory of the Algonquin
peoples dating back countless generations. We are grateful for our
neighbours and recognize the opportunity to exercise the Ministry of
reconciliation.
Interlude: “Chorale on Humility” (Archer)
Call to Worship (in Unison) (Gathering used with permission)
The wrappings are torn and tossed aside.
The turkey’s been unstuffed and we are full.
We’re a bit weary now, now that the hustle and bustle is over
And so, we come together knowing we need this quiet time,
this holy time to just be, recognising God with us.

Come let us worship together.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Christ is present here
The Spirit moves within us
Let us give thanks to God
In memory and in hope
Blessings be to you, Creator God
Opening Prayer
(adapted Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Companion ©2013)

Hoy Mystery,
Even as songs of your glory filled the skies over Bethlehem;
even as the star shone above a stable.
And the donkey and sheep gathered in that light,
so we gather.
We come to talk about how your persistent, trustworthy love touches
us.

No tyrant can destroy the dreams and visions
you have placed within us,
You bring us together to remember and to give thanks. Amen
*Hymn 76 See Amid the Winter’s Snow

See amid the winter's snow, born for us on earth below,
see, the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.

RefrainHail, thou ever-blessed morn; hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Lo, within a stable lies God who built the starry skies,
who enthroned in height sublime sits amid the cherubim.

RefrainHail, thou ever-blessed morn; hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Say, ye holy shepherds, say what your joyful news today;
wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep?

RefrainHail, thou ever-blessed morn; hail, redemption's happy dawn;

sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

“As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light;
angels singing 'Peace on earth' told us of a Saviour's birth."

RefrainHail, thou ever-blessed morn; hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Sacred infant, all divine, what a mighty love was thine,
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this!

RefrainHail, thou ever-blessed morn; hail, redemption's happy dawn;
sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Young and Young at Heart
12 Days of Christmas Activities
The 12 days of Christmas is the period in Western Christian theology
that marks the span between the birth of Christ and the coming of the
Magi, the three wise men. It begins on December 25 (Christmas) and runs
through January 6 (the Epiphany, sometimes also called Three Kings’
Day).
12 Days of Christmas Paper Chain
During the season of Christmas, you are invited to pause and reflect
on the non-material gifts you can give to others in your family and your

neighbourhood. You can create the chain over the twelve days following
Christmas.

Materials:
● 12 strips of paper
● markers
● glue stick
Directions:
1. Using markers, draw or write what you might offer to others this
Christmas—gifts such as the gift of time or patience or listening—onto
each piece of paper.
2. Use the glue stick to link the pieces of paper together in a chain.
3. As you create your chain links, give thanks to God and ask for God’s
guidance in sharing the gift.

Meditation: “Wexford Carol”
Reflection: Symbols of Christmas
Star, gifts, evergreen, wreath, donkey, manger, candles and Christmas
lights, bells, candy canes, angels.
During the Christmas season, see if you can find these symbols and
traditions of Christmas in your home or church!
*Hymn: 62 Once in Royal David’s City

Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle-shed,
where a mother laid her baby

in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who, with God is over all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall.
There among the poor and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy

For He is our life-long pattern;
daily, when on earth he grew,
he was tempted, scorned, rejected,
tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
through His own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless
is our Lord in heaven above;

And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.
Offertory
In joyful praise we offer to God a portion of all we have received.
Offertory Prayer
In this season of giving, we are thankful for the gift of Jesus. Accept
our humble gifts for the work of your church; bless us and guide us for
their use. Amen
Offertory Hymn: 50 He is Born
Refrain:
He is born, little Child divine;
play on the reeds while the lutes are strumming.
He is born, little Child divine;

join the song to announce the day.
Through long ages of the past,
prophets have foretold his coming;
through long ages of the past,
now the time has come at last! R
O how lovely, O how pure
is this perfect Child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure,
gracious gift to humankind! R

Jesus, Lord of all the world,
coming as a Child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world,
grant to us Thy heavenly peace. R
Prayers of the People (Presbyterian Worship resource used with permission)
We pray for Kanata United Church, the congregation, their minister,
Rev. Casey, and their ministries.
Knowing God is ever present and weeps when we weep . . .
We add our prayers with others in our Community for Chantale
Leburn’s family and friends and for all those who are affected by domestic
violence. If you or someone you know is experiencing abuse, please call
the crisis line at 1-800-267-5960.
In grief we pray for the family of Marilyn Matheson
God of all time and space,

as we gather in prayer, we recognize that our lives are but small
details
in the vast expanse of your universe.
So we thank you for attending to the details of our lives.
We thank you for the year just past,
for walking through the good days and the hard days with us.

The pandemic has been exhausting in so many ways
but we are grateful for your steadfast love.
We give thanks for all the ways ministries have been able to adapt
and for faithful generosity to support the needs we confront.
Thank you for friendships and relationships that sustain us in
uncertain times.
We ask for your Spirit to guide us into the future,
and create new possibilities for ministry and mission through
our congregation.
In gratitude
Our hearts kneel before you, O God;
Receive our humble prayers.
God of all people and places,

The year just ending has held sorrows for so many in our community
and around the world.
We remember dear ones of have died
and pray for those who look ahead in loneliness or sadness.....
A silence is kept.
We pray for those who have faced challenges in health, in their
families or at work.....
A silence is kept.
Support each one who needs you close by.
In compassion
Our hearts kneel before you, O God;

Receive our humble prayers.

God of light and love,
As we face the year ahead, so much around us is still uncertain.
We seek your strength and guidance in each challenge we will
face.
Draw near to each one who must confront illness, loss,
economic hardship or changing circumstances….
A silence is kept.
Guide those for whom new opportunities appear and choices must be
made
In anticipation
Our hearts kneel before you, O God;
Receive our humble prayers.

God of community and commitment,
We pray for wisdom and courage in the year ahead.
Strengthen us as a congregation to be a lively and committed witness
to your love.
Help us reach out to our community in faithfulness and service.
Guide leaders in our nation and around the world
so that justice and peace may prevail,
especially in troubled places and vulnerable lives.
Show us all how to honour and protect your creation,
even when that takes sacrifice on our part.
Receive our humble prayers
and encourage us onward in the name of Jesus our Christ who
taught us to pray together:
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Hymn: 59 Joy to the World
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground:
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the earth with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Commissioning (Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Companion ©2013 used with permission)
Go in peace and live lives of love before God and all people.
Blessing (Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Companion ©2013 used with permission)

Now may the true light shine on you.
May the Son sent by God be your guide and strength.
May you go in peace and live in hope, in Jesus’ name.
Amen
Choral Response
Postlude: God Rest Ye Merry (arr. Young)
(hymns are reprinted with permission under license CCLI3273096 & One License A.735850)

